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Heidi Tuorila-Kahanpää
An Easy Way to Become Holy? The Life and Message of St Thérèse of Lisieux.
INTRODUCTION
Let’s start with the title of my talk. When I was prompted to present a title I first thought of
the most evident: “The Little Way”, which is the name that Thérèse gave to her big spiritual
discovery. But then I started getting nervous about the word “little”. Thérèse uses it very
often, it’s a stylistic feature of her texts. In her autobiography she called herself “The Little
Flower” and her spiritual message she calls “The Little Way”. The word “little” might,
though, be the reason why Thérèse is sometimes belittled, trivialised by people who do not
know her.
The “Little Way” associated with St Thérèse of Lisieux can readily be misunderstood. In
her writings, her focus on the weakness and poverty of a child does not, however,

promote childishness, passivity, immaturity. “Spiritual childhood” is an image for the
spiritual journey. It points towards God, towards grace.1
But I still thought: Better not use the word “little” in the title. And I chose the title that you
can see on the slide: “An Easy Way to Become Holy”. But the more I read about St
Thérèse the more convinced I became that it was not a good choice after all. Because
“The Little Way” is a humble way, and humility is not easy to attain. Therefore I added a
question mark: An Easy Way to Become Holy?
I am tonight going to speak about a saint who has been called the the greatest saint of
modern times. Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face, as she was called as a
Carmelite nun, was canonised in 1925, only 28 years after her death.
Let us first have a look at what happened in the 28 years that elapsed between her death
in 1897 and her recognition as a saint in 1925. Thérèse had died in obscurity at the age of
24 years. She was known only to the Carmelite sisters in her monastery in Normandy and
to her relatives. But then something very unusual occurred, namely two very special
miracles: the book miracle and the letter miracle.
Let’s start with the book miracle. Thérèse had died on 30 September 1897. On the very
same date the following year her autobiography called Histoire d’ une ame, “The Story of a
Soul” was published. The first pilgrims arrived in Lisieux in 1899, the first miracles
occurred. The book became an international bestseller. The first translations of Histoire d’
une ame appeared in 1901 in English and Polish, in 1902 in Spanish translation, in 1904 in
Italian, Dutch and German, in 1905 in Portuguese, in 1907 the Braille translation
appeared. Between 1910 and 1914 Lives that is biographical books on Thérèse appeared
in Albanian, Arabic, Armenian, Basque, Breton, Bulgarian, Kanak, Sinhalese, Danish,
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Greek, Hindi, Latin, Maltese, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Tagalog and Tamil; Catalan,
Croatian, Flemish, Hungarian and Japanese.2
And then the letter miracle. After her autobiography had been published the letters started
arriving at the Carmel of Lisieux. The trickle grew into a stream. In July 1910 the Carmelite
monastery had received 9 741 letters from France and abroad. In 1914 the sisters in
Lisieux received 200 letters a day on average. On the 9th of February 1914 the monastery
received 512 letters. In 1923, the year of Thérèse’s beatification, the sisters received 800
to 1000 letters per day from all over the world. The Carmelite sisters of Liseux but also the
postmen of the Vatican City must have been close to burnout by that time.
Thérèse was canonised by Pope Pius XI on 17 May 1925.3 The same Pope proclaimed St
Thérèse Universal Patron of the Missions of the Catholic Church, alongside St Francis
Xavier on 14 December 1927. The reason for this proclamation was Thérèse’s wish to
serve God as a missionary as follows:
“In spite of my littleness, I would like to enlighten souls as did the Prophets and the
Doctors. I have the vocation of the Apostles. I would like to travel over the whole earth to
preach your Name and to plant your glorious cross on infidel soil. But … one mission alone
would not be sufficient for me, I would want to preach the Gospel on all the five continents
simultaneously and even to the most remote isles. I would be a missionary, not for a few
years only, but from the beginning of creation until the consummatio of the ages.”
(Manuscript C)
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The construction of the Basilica of St Thérèse of
Lisieux started in 1929 and finished in 1954. The
Basilica has more than two million visitors a year,
which makes it the second largest pilgrimage site in
France, after Lourdes.
St Thérèse became even more popular after her
canonisation. Every Catholic church, or at least very
many, had a statue of the Little Flower. St Henry’s in
Helsinki was no exception. I have been told that the
statue was there at least until the 1980s. Then it
disappeared from the Cathedral and was placed in the
Stella Maris chapel. It was beautifully restored (by
Mikaela Flanagan). The statue of St Thérèse now
stands in the Chapel of the Sacred Heart in St Mary’s,
Helsinki. Probably very few Catholics know about its
existence. I hope that this ignorance will change soon.
St Thérèse’s enormous popularity was due to two things: First of all the book “The Story of
a Soul”. The book has been translated into Finnish, the title is “Pieni tie”, and it is here on
sale tonight. Secondly her spirituality. “The Little Way” brought relief to all those whose
minds had been disturbed or even damaged by the preaching of the Catholic Church in the
19th century propagating “the terrible judgments and punishments of Almighty God.”
But Thérèse wrote much more than her autobiography: 266 letters, 62 poems and 8 short
plays that were performed in her monastery, as well as 21 prayers.4 The notes that her
sisters Marie, Pauline and Céline and some other
nuns in the Carmelite monastery took during her last
months were published under the title “Last
Conversations”. It’s amazing that the volume of her
collected writings should equal that of St John of the
Cross, who died at double the age of St Thérèse.
In the very year of St Thérèse’s canonisation – that is
in 1925 − a first voice spoke about Thérèse as a
Doctor of the Church, and the voices advocating a
proclamation multiplied over the years. The Pope
who had canonised her was not ready to bestow this
title upon a woman.
On the occasion of the centenary of her death in
1997, many Episcopal Conferences had asked the
Pope to declare St Thérèse a Doctor of the Church.
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The arguments in favour of a declaration were as follows:
-

1. the soundness of Thérèse’s spiritual wisdom inspired by the Gospel;
2. the originality of her theological intuitions;
3. the universal acceptance of her spiritual message,

At the close of the Eucharistic Celebration at the Twelfth World Youth Day in Paris, on 24
August, in the presence of hundreds of bishops, and before an immense crowd of young
people from the whole world, Pope John Paul II announced his intention to proclaim
Thérèse of the Child Jesus a Doctor of the Catholic Church on 19 October 1997, World
Mission Sunday. Thérèse was the third woman to be honoured by the title “Doctor of the
Church”: the first two being Saint Teresa of Avila and Saint Catherine of Siena.
Saint Thérèse is present in the Church in a manifest way, in her texts, in books about her,
in Church documents and so on, but also in a hidden way. I will first give you one example
of the latter. In his address to the parishioners in the parish bulletin of Saint Henry’s our
recently ordained priest says: “Pappina suurin toiveeni on, että ... saavuttaisimme
pyhyyden, johon meistä jokainen on kutsuttu.” (My foremost wish as a priest is that ... we
should attain holiness, to which all of us are called.) I suppose he didn’t think of Saint
Thérèse when he wrote the aforementioned sentence. But I am perfectly sure that he is
very well acquainted with the famous 5th chapter of Lumen Gentium, which is the
Dogmatic Constitution of the Second Vatican Council on the Church. The title of this
chapter is ”The Universal Call to Holiness in the Church” (Yleisestä kutsumuksesta
pyhyyteen Kirkossa). And this chapter was inspired by Saint Thérèse’s teaching even
though her name is not mentioned in the document.
Let me cite Lumen Gentium: ”All Christians in any state or walk of life are called to the
fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of love” (LG 40) and the corresponding
passage from the Gospel: "Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:48)
We will now pass to Pope Francis. The Pope speaks of always having a statue of St.
Thérèse in his study and prayer space. Therefore it is not surprising that in his recent
Apostolic Exhortation GAUDETE ET EXULTATE. ON THE CALL TO HOLINESS IN
TODAY’S WORLD − which will soon be published in Finnish − he should quote Saint
Thérèse’s Autobiography (Manuscript C, 12r.): “Perfect charity consists in putting up with
others’ mistakes, and not being scandalised by their faults”. Pope Francis comments:
“Reacting with meekness and humility: that is holiness.”
Saint John Paul II also explicitly mentions St. Thérèse and quotes her in his Apostolic
Letter NOVO MILLENNIO INEUNTE (2000): “Love is truly the ´heart´ of the Church, as
was well understood by Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, whom I proclaimed a Doctor of the
Church precisely because she is an expert in the scientia amoris. The Pope now quotes St
Thérèse: ´I understood that the Church had a Heart and that this Heart was aflame with
Love. I understood that Love alone stirred the members of the Church to act... I
understood that Love encompassed all vocations, that Love was everything´.”
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Let us now make an excursion from Lisieux in the 1880s to Rome in the year 2018. On
Sunday 14 October 2018 when Pope Paul VI and Oscar Romero were canonised Pope
Francis in his sermon launched an appeal FOR a Church of passionate lovers of Jesus
and AGAINST a Church of morally impeccable church-goers. The Pope made two
questions: “Do we content ourselves with a few commandments or do we follow Jesus as
lovers, really prepared to leave behind something for him? Jesus asks each of us and all
of us as the Church is journeying forward: are we a Church that only preaches good
commandments or a Church that is a spouse that launches herself forward in love for her
Lord?”
My intuition tells me that Pope Francis in his sermon was thinking of Thérèse, that he
wishes the Church to be a community of one milliard or more Saint Thérèses.

THE LIFE OF SAINT THÉRÈSE
After this long introduction I am now going to present some basic facts about St Thérèse’s
life. Thérèse was born at Alenḉon, Normandy, France on 2 January 1874. Her parents
were Louis Martin and Zélie Guérin. Louis was a clockmaker-jeweller. He was a kind and
generous man who was inclined towards silence and meditation. Thérèse inherited the
contemplative stance of her personality from her father. Zélie was an Alencon lace -maker,
a trade which required precision and attention to detail. She was also an entrepreneur.
Zélie’s deep faith expressed itself in many ways, for instance, she attended the earliest
morning Mass every day. She was very obedient to the Church’s rules relating to penance
and fasting. Thérèse inherited the ability to live the regular and very strict life of a
cloistered nun from her mother.
During the jubilee year 1997 I visited the Martin family home in Alenḉon where Thérèse
was born, and lived until her mother died. She was then four years old. The house is now
a museum. I will never forget one of the objects I saw there in a showcase. It was a rosary
with which Thérèse was taught to count her meritorious sacrifices and acts of prayers. At
the age of four!
The Martin couple lost four of their nine children. The remaining five daughters - Thérèse
was the youngest - all became nuns, four of them Carmelite nuns in Lisieux, and one of
them a Visitation sister in Caen.
After Zélie’s death of cancer when Thérèse was only four and a half − the Martin family
moved to Lisieux, also in Normandy, the reason being that a maternal uncle lived there
with his family.
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Les Buissonets, a very comfortable house in Lisieux, became Thérèse´s home until she
entered the Carmel. Les Buissonets is today a museum.
When Thérèse´s elder sister Pauline who had been like a second mother to her, entered
the Carmelite monastery of Lisieux, Thérèse fell ill, nothing could cure her. Her sister’s
becoming a nun had triggered a nervous disease. But on the Feast of Pentecost in 1883
through the intercession of Our Lady Thérèse received the grace of being healed. She saw
the statue of the Virgin Mary at her bedside smiling at her and was cured.
Thérèse received First Holy Communion on 8 May 1884, at which she had a vivid
experience of intimate union with Christ. Her preparation for the reception of the
Sacrament had been very demanding! During the 68 days preceding her First Holy
Communion, Thérèse had made 1 949 sacrifices and virtuous acts − that is 28 per day −
and repeated the short prayers 2 773 times that Sister Agnès, that is her eldest sister
Pauline, had prompted her to perform. Thérèse was eleven years old and performed 68
prayer acts a day on average.
Five weeks after her First Holy Communion, on 14 June 1884, Thérèse received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. She was fully aware that she was accepting the gift of the Holy
Spirit, that she was personally participating in the grace of Pentecost.
At Christmas 1886 something occurred that is called the Christmas Grace: “It was
December 25 1886 that I received the grace of leaving my childhood, in a word the grace
of complete conversion … I felt charity enter into my soul, the need to forget myself and to
please others; since then I’ve been happy.” (Manuscript A)
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The chapel of the Carmelite monastery of Lisieux 16 May 2008

Thérèse wished to become a contemplative nun like her sisters Pauline and Marie, but
was first prevented from becoming one by her young age, she was only fourteen years old
when she uttered this wish. On a visit to Italy, during an audience granted by Pope Leo XIII
to the pilgrims from Lisieux on 20 November 1887, she asked the Holy Father to grant her
permission to enter the Carmel at the age of fifteen. Her request was not granted, but she
was eventually allowed to do so by her bishop, not by the Pope.
On 9 April 1888 Thérèse entered the Carmelite monastery of Lisieux. She received the
habit on 19 January the following year, and made her religious profession on 8 September
1890 on the Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Thérèse’s desires for what she wished to do in Carmel were very precise. She writes: “I
came to save souls and especially to pray for priests.”
In Carmel she was an enthusiastic nun and her ability was duly noted. The novices were
entrusted to her care when she was only twenty years old, even though she was too young
to be officially a novice mistress. She also received the charge of accompanying two
missionary priests with prayer and sacrifice.
Louis Martin, her father, died on 29 July 1894.
The year 1895 was the happiest in Thérèse’s entire life. She felt totally at home in her
monastery. In February, after an hour of adoration, she wrote a long poem called Living on
Love. The seventh stanza reads as follows:
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Living on Love is keeping within oneself
A great treasure in an earthen vase.
My Beloved, my weakness is extreme.
Ah, I’m far from being an angel from heaven!
But if I fall with each passing hour,
You come to my aid, lifting me up.
At each moment you give me your grace:
Living on Love.5

Here we have Thérèse’s Little Way in a nutshell: the extreme weakness of the human
person who keeps falling and Divine Mercy which lifts her up. Grace abounds.
On 9 June 1895, on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Thérèse offered herself as a
sacrificial victim to God’s merciful love. The long prayer begins as follows:
“O My God! Most Blessed Trinity, I desire to Love You and make You Loved, to work for
the glory of Holy Church by saving souls on earth and liberating those suffering in
purgatory.
In the evening of this life, I shall appear before You with empty hands, for I do not ask You,
Lord, to count my works. All our justice is stained in Your eyes. I wish, then, to be clothed
in Your own Justice and to receive from Your Love the eternal possession of Yourself. I
want no other Throne, no other Crown but You, my Beloved! …”6
During the two last years of her life St Thérèse wrote her famous autobiography. It
consists of three independent manuscripts, called Manuscript A, B and C, respectively.
The manuscripts differ very much from each other, but together they form an impressive
account of the life of a simple Carmelite nun and her amazing wisdom based on the
Gospel.
Thérèse presented her first autobiographical manuscript, Manuscript A, to Mother Agnes,
that is her sister Pauline, for her birthday on 21 January 1896. In September 1896, she
completed Manuscript B which was dedicated to her eldest sister Marie, Marie of the
Sacred Heart as a Carmelite; this text gives evidence of her spiritual maturity at this stage.
Her description of the discovery of her vocation in the Church is famous. Thérèse
discovers that there are many vocations, but the one superior to all others is being love in
the heart of Church, and this vocation is her: “In the heart of the Church, my Mother, I shall
5
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be Love. Thus I shall be everything, and thus my dream will be realised ” (Manuscript B)
Manuscript C (1897) was dedicated the the Prioress, Mother Marie de Gonzague.
Towards the end of her life Thérèse became very much aware of the people she saw
every day, that is the members of her own monastic community. She committed herself
particularly to her sisters in Carmel who were the least agreeable to her. This was a sign of
great spiritual maturity. Because to love God is to love not only those who are pleasant
persons but to love all around us. And that makes her Little Way a humble way. Only a
humble person can treat all other people equally well. Humility and common sense are
closely related. Saint Thérèse is sometimes called the patron saint of common sense.
On 3 April 1896, in the night between Holy Thursday and Good Friday, Thérèse suffered a
haemoptysis, she coughed up blood, the first sign of the lung tuberculosis which would
lead to her death. This is called the Grace of Easter, because the mystic in Thérèse
thought: The Bridegroom is on his way!
Thérèse now entered a new, up to then totally unknown phase of her life, a night of faith,
which would last until her death. She wrote: “God allowed my soul to be enveloped in
complete darkness.”
The so called Dutch Catechism − which has been translated into Finnish − wrote of
Thérèse’s night of faith as follows: “Nothing remained of her faith except the ultimate
abandonment: ‘I want to believe.’ … In the middle of the great crisis of faith that her
contemporaries, the intelligentsia and the labourers of Europe, had to pass through, she
endured this suffering with them in the most extreme abandonment of love for a period of
eighteen months.”7
Thérèse was transferred to the monastery infirmary on 8 July 1897. She died on 30
September. Her final words were “My God ..., I love you!”

SAINT THÉRÈSE’S SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
Next we are going to explore Thérèse’s the spiritual development. Our starting point will be
teenage love. In her autobiography, remembering her teenage days, Thérèse applied to
herself the wonderful words of the prophet Ezekiel, which she had found in John of the
Cross’s Spiritual Canticle: “Passing by me, God - Thérèse writes “Jesus” - saw that the
time had come for me to be loved, he entered into a covenant with me and I became his
own. He spread his mantle over me.” (cmp. 16: 5-14 in CB 23,6)
Young girls dream of perfect love. Thérèse was very much different from other teenagers,
who fall in love passionately, because she aspired to love Jesus, and Him only, with all her
heart. Remembering her early years she wrote: ”I wanted to love, to love Jesus with a
passion, giving him a thousand proofs of my love while it was possible.” (Manuscript A 47)
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By wanting to give Jesus thousands of proofs of her love, Thérèse is obeying a God who
does not accept anyone who approaches Him empty-handed. The God of Exodus wants
proofs: “No one shall appear before me empty-handed.” (Exodus 23:15)
There are two phases in Thérèse’s spiritual development. Until the age of 22 she
maintained the desire of sanctifying herself:
“I will give all! I have always desired to become a saint!” (Ms C, 2)
“Sanctity! We must conquer it at the point of sword, we have to suffer … we have to
agonise! …” (LT 89)
In the last three years of her life, Thérèse asks for her holiness from God:
“I Want to be a saint, but I feel my inadequacy. I ask You, O my God, to be
Yourself, my sanctity.” (Pri 6 = Act of Oblation to God’s Merciful Love)
And she wrote: “In the evening of this life, I shall appear before You with empty hands,
for I do not ask You, Lord, to count my works. All our justice is stained in Your eyes.
I wish, then, to be clothed in Your own Justice and to receive from Your Love
the eternal possession of Yourself. I want no other Throne, no other Crown but You,
my Beloved!” (Manuscript C)
There are several stimuli that made Thérèse grow to spiritually: A. Scripture; B. her
Beloved; C. the writings of St John of the Cross; D. her correspondence with her sister
Marie and with the missionary priest Maurice Béllière.
A The following passages from Scripture were of great importance for her development:
“Whoever is very little, let him come to me.” (Proverbs; Vulgata)
“As a mother caresses her child, so shall I comfort you: I will carry you on my breast and
rock you on my knees.” (Isaiah 66:12−13)
From these verses from the Book of Proverbs and Isaiah Thérèse got “the idea that her
fundamental task it to receptive and open to the maternal love of God. Thérèse must no
longer try to save herself. Instead she must surrender herself with absolute trust in God
who offers her his gratuitious, free, gratis love”8.
And from the Gospel:
“People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The disciples scolded
them, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, 'Let the
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom
of God belongs.” (Mark 10: 13-14)
“In truth I tell you, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child
will never enter it.” (Mark 10: 15)
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B In a letter (15 August 1892) to her sister Céline Thérèse writes: “My Beloved instructs
my soul. He speaks to it in silence, in darkness.”
C Thérèse was a disciple of St John of the Cross. In a letter to her sister Céline she writes:
“Ah! what lights did I not receive from the works of St John of the Cross!… From the age of
17-18 years I did not have any other spiritual nourishment.”
St John of the Cross wrote: ”The soul is like an empty vessel waiting to be filled” (CB 9, 6).
”The empty vessel” is an image of ”the truly loving heart” in St John of the Cross’s Spiritual
Canticle. In her autobiography St Thérèse uses a similar expression: “In the evening of this
life, I shall appear before You with empty hands, for I do not ask You, Lord, to count my
works.” (Manuscript C)

THE LITTLE WAY
The Little Way is Thérèse’s great contribution to Christian spirituality. She wrote about her
big discovery in her letters and her autobiography.
Therese tried to explain to her sister Marie and the young missionary priest Maurice
Bellière what she meant by living a life of love. They, however, made objections, how
could she, a simple nun presume to be able to love God perfectly. There is a passage in
her letter to Marie of September 17, 1895 in which Therese puts an end to the objections
of her sister and at the same time gives us the clearest expression of the Little Way.
“Let me tell you, Marie, that my desires for martyrdom are nothing. It is not they which give
me the unlimited confidence which I feel in my heart. … What pleases God in my little soul
is that He sees me loving my littleness and my poverty; it is the blind hope that I have in
His mercy. That is my only treasure. … It is confidence and nothing but confidence that
must lead us to love.” (Letter to Marie Martin, September 17, 1895)
As I have already said at the beginning of my talk Thérèse often used the expression “to
be little”. As Conrad de Meester OCD has pointed out it underwent a development over
time. In the beginning littleness was synonymous with humility. Later it was synonymous
with confident hope, a child’s confidence with regard to its father. “To be little” is to be
humble and to have trust and to have faith in God. She let go of thinking of littleness in
terms of her own pursuit of the love of God, but would instead start thinking of littleness in
terms of God’s merciful love for her.9
***
Compare!
“A man becomes a saint not by conviction that he is better than sinners but by the
realization that he is one of them, and that all together need the mercy of God!... In
humility is the greatest freedom.” (Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation. New
Directions, New York 1961, 57)
9
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“We must have the courage to appear before God in all our spiritual poverty. Spiritual
poverty means ‘absolut littleness”, when we see what we are in truth and yet how much we
are loved by God.” (Conrad de Meester, With Empty Hands. The Message of St Thérèse
of Lisieux. Burns & Oates, London – New York 2002, 61)
”Ihminen ei ole totta silloin kun hän viestittää pelkästään vahvuutta. Ihminen on todellinen
ja totta silloin, kun hänen heikkoutensa ´näkyy´. Mitä tämä heikkouden näkyminen sitten
voisi olla? Se on nöyryyttä. Nöyryys on vahvuutta, joka ei kiellä heikkoutta.” (Tommy
Hellsten, Saat sen mistä luovut. Elämän paradoksit. Helsinki 2000.)
”Puute-oleminen on varma merkki kutsumuksesta olla Jumalan lapsi, se on Jumalan
allekirjoitus meissä, se on tietoisuus sitä, että tämä kaipaus johtaa meitä kohti Häntä, joka
on luonut meidät ja joka rakastaa meitä.” (Florence Schmitt, Psykoterapia (2010), 29 (1))
***
The late Bishop Patrick Ahern of New York, who was one of the foremost American
experts on the spirituality of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, explains: “The Little Way is a whole
new way of life, a way of holiness that is open to all because it requires nothing from
anyone but the ordinary, day-to-day experience of which every life is made. … Thérèse
saw no reason to take upon herself great penances, which were common in the Carmel of
her day. She soon gave them up, content to offer God the small sacrifices which came in
the routine of community life, the little occasions to be kind to others, the apostolate ot the
smile, when smiling at another was the last thing she felt like doing. Such opportunities to
demonstrate love for God by showing it to others abound in everyone’s daily life.”10
Bishop Ahern sums up: “The Little Way is a wide-open invitation to all to love the God of
the present moment, the only God Who exists and Who asks nothing from us but that we
believe in His love.”11
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ST THÉRÈSE, HANDMADE IN “THE COMPANY OF SAINTS”, MISSISSIPPI, USA
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In Manuscript B we have the story of the little bird, in which Thérèse saw “a symbol of
herself on the terrible darkness of her night of faith. The little bird has the aspirations of an
eagle but cannot soar as the eagle can to the lofty heights of ´the Divine Sun´. Unworried
by its weakness, it remains steadfast in its trust that beyond the clouds the Sun goes on
shining. ´Nothing will frighten it, neither wind nor rain, and if the dark clouds come and hide
the Star of Love, the little bird will not change its place because it knows that beyond the
clouds its bright Sun still shines on.´”12
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A SHOWER OF ROSES
As Thérèse was dying in the convent infirmary she could see the rosebush blossoming in
the garden. She loved roses.
“After my death I will let fall a shower of roses.” (Last Conversations)
“Experience has shown that St. Therese's ‘shower of roses’ is both figurative and actual.
As she was dying in the convent infirmary, Therese could look out and see the rose
bushes blossoming. She loved roses. She had thrown rose petals as a Child before the
Blessed Sacrament. As she reflected on her quiet, hidden, and gentle life ending, she
believed in faith that God had great things in store for her. She believed that her mission
was only beginning as she entered the fullness of life with God. She explained: ´After my
death, I will let fall a shower of roses. I will spend my heaven doing good upon earth. I will
raise up a mighty host of little saints. My mission is to make God loved...´
Shortly after her death, the rain of roses began. Sometimes roses literally appeared, and
sometimes just the fragrance of them. Cures of painful and fatal diseases and many other
miraculous experiences were attributed to her intercession. Sometimes people found inner
peace and regained an inner warmth of spirit and confidence, by appealing to St.
Therese.”13
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